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Furner has a lot to learn

"\ DMIRAL. Stansfield Turner; direc- - ;

A tor of the Central Intelligence-— stem from any lack of patriotism, as you. |
& sadgeresastounded the American’ el
Society of Newspaper Editors last week

with the statement that he-sees nothing

journalists as
secret agents. T e e
- Three.of our own.editors. were- among
the ASNE members present, and. we can

~-report from first-hand observation that it-
. Was one of those .rare and. disconcerting.

moments when -a'n.audience.;car_l hardly

believe what it has Justheard..: pgoes

In this instance, "thé"'spéakéxi"W'aiE‘éﬁijal-
ly nonplussed by the reaction of his audi-
ence. Turner accused the editors of being

“naive!’ — and, he- implied;; unpatriotic as.

L

Well. RS

. Most, if not “all, ‘6f the aditors had’ been
‘under-the impression that:-the-CIA was "
still sticking by-a. policy laid ‘down by -

Turner’s. predecessor,"George Busrh, in
1976. The policy was. clear and simple:

i “The CIA wiil not enter into any paid or

 contractual relationship with any full-
time or part-time news correspondent ac-
‘credited by any U.S. news service, news-

paper, periodical, radio or television net-
work or station.” = " ..
-Turner, however, said he changed that

policy in 1977. Since then, he has regard-~

¢| ed it as acceptable.for, the CIA to-hire.

American journalists on'a covert basis —

so long as.the move.has his personal
knowledge and approval:"He has’ given .-
such approval three times, he said, and

although those plans- never materialized, .

he’d ‘'see nothi

n
again. % Vg

ith

-~ are suspect.”It’s not that we don’t consid-

it. and our objection ce'rtainl-y";d'ées not.

- suggest. , LT e
Just as intelligence agents have their
" special role in Serving our country, so do
-, journalists. And our job is not to become
" part of government, but to stand outside
‘~it’and tell the people, as well and as hon-
-, .estly.as we can, what it’s doing.:That’s
.-why the Constitution protects our- busi-
© ness as it does no other — because we'
" ;. represent the people’s right to know. :
'+ We compromise and violate that”inde-
.. pendent. status as soon as we become co-
- opted by the CIA or any other-public or

. private entity. - Voo mmdmETINT
""" TAbe Rosenthal, ‘executive sditor of the -

““tNew York' Times, spoke for all of us, Ad-

" -miral,  when he told you at last week’s |
‘meeting in. Washington that “‘you have
.put into question the real purpose of
American foreign correspondents, and
'you have cast doubt on the ethical posi-
~tion of every American correspondent

“abroad.” . R
" i The problem is that if the CIA® can hire

. ‘even one journalist, then all Journalists

er the CIA’s job important, Admiral. But
our:-job is-at least as essential. — and
+ there’s no way for us to help you-with
" your intelligence gathering without.im-
" pairing our own news gathering. : .’ .
: We're-dismayed, Admiral Turner, that’
a man could rise to a position such as.
yours without at least an elementary un--
.3 Jerstanding. of the role ‘of the press in a.

-free society. [Don’t~they teach :the U.S.;
: 4(t‘ons_ti‘tutionl at:Annapolis? g e
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